
Building a ‘House Of Prayer 
Experience’ 

By Pastor Sabine Vatel, Facilitator 



Anecdotal: 

“you actually pray there?” 

“we don’t always know what to expect” 

“you feel the Spirit at work” 



Midweek	  prayer	  service	  associated	  
with	  something	  grandmothers	  go	  to,	  	  
bible	  study	  or	  .	  .	  .	  Just	  not	  done.	  



“God does not mean that any of us should become 
hermits or monks and retire from the world in order 
to devote ourselves to acts of worship.  The life 
must be like Christ’s life – between the mountain 
and the multitude.  He who does nothing but pray 
will soon cease to pray, or his prayers will become a 
formal routine.  When men take themselves out of 
social life, away from the sphere of Christian duty 
and cross bearing; when they cease to work 
earnestly for the Master, who worked earnestly for 
them, they lose the subject matter of prayer and 
have no incentive to devotion.” 

    -- Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ 



“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers. . . . . . . . And they, continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart.  Praising 
God, and having favour with all the people.  And 
the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved. – Acts 2:42, 46-47 



To see God at work in my life! 



To	  see	  God	  at	  work	  



To	  see	  God	  



GOD	  



“One	  thing	  have	  I	  desire	  of	  the	  Lord,	  
that	  will	  I	  seek	  aCer;	  that	  I	  may	  dwell	  
in	  the	  house	  of	  the	  Lord	  all	  the	  days	  of	  
my	  life,	  to	  behold	  the	  beauty	  of	  the	  
Lord,	  and	  to	  enquire	  in	  his	  temple.	  –	  

Psalms	  27:4	  



Purpose of midweek prayer 
meeting in our church 



-  To meet God 
-  To connect with Him 
-  To be accepted 

A House of Prayer for All People 



Liturgy 
The Story of God and His People 



-  Songs or Words of Praise 
-  Testimony 
-  Prayer of Praise 
-  Teaching Moment 
-  Prayers of Response 
-  Intercessory Prayer 
-  Celebration 

Basic Outline: 



Movements 
 Prayer 
 For What God has done 

Ø Songs or Words of Praise 
Ø Testimony 
Ø Prayer of Praise 

 For What God is Doing 
Ø Teaching Moment 
Ø Prayers of Response 

 For What God Will Do 
Ø Intercessory Prayer 
Ø Celebration 



Songs or Words of Praise 



Testimony 
(story) 



Prayer of Praise 



Teaching Moment 



Information vs. 
Transformation 



God’s Word: 
 

What is the story about? 
What does it teach us about 

God, ourselves? 
What does it teach us about 

Prayer? 



Prayers of Response 



Intercessory Prayer 



Celebration 



 Midweek prayer outcome: 
- Expose people to a praying community 
- Teach them about Prayer 
- Invite them to a lifestyle of prayer 

In Summary: 
To inspire a passion for  

God, people and service. 



“I realized that My prayers  
are good enough~” 



Prayers of Response 



Intercessory Prayer 



“Instead of creating our own feeble prayers, 
we use God’s Language of Prayer and 

God‘s voice of prayer to lift up Jesus Christ, 
the ultimate prayer of the world and all that 

is within it.”  
 - R. Webber, Theologian and Writer 



Lament 



“Because life is like that, and these 
poems are intended to speak to all of life, 
not just part of it”  

 – Walter Brueggermann, Old Testament Scholar 

Why are the Book of Psalms so 
raw and honest? 



Pray Scripture 



Before prayer meeting: 



Within prayer meeting: make it FIT. 

	   	   	  Flexible	  
	   	   	  InteracNve	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Tangible	  



After prayer meeting: 



Spiritual Movements for the Year 
 

(Theological Foundation) 
(Understanding Life’s Call and 

Application) 
(Experiencing Personal and 

Corporate Renewal) 
(Enlarging God’s Kingdom) 



Suggested Movement for Year 1 
 

Winter, Spring – Foundation to 
Spiritual Disciplines 

 
Summer – Week of Prayer 

 
Autumn – 40 Days of Prayer 

 
Latter part of Autumn – 90 Days of 

Blessings 



Suggested Movements for Year 2: 
 

Winter / Spring – Holy Spirit 
(Theological Foundation) 

Spring / Summer – Bold Acts / 
Spiritual Gifts (Application and 

Life’s Call) 
Summer / Fall – 40 Days of Joy 

(Personal and Corporate renewal) 
Fall – Evangelism (God’s Kingdom) 



Don’t worry about the 
size of the group.  

Begin with those who 
are willing. 



“My House shall be a house of 
Prayer for all people”  

– Isaiah 56:7 


